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In 1966 the seven towers of Ballymun
were invested with a powerful symbolic
resonance when each was named after 
a Signatory of the 1916 Proclamation. 
They crystallised Ireland's embrace of
modernity and progress. They were a
dream of prosperity, enabled by political
independence. They embodied the spirit 
of the Proclamation's hope to cherish 
the children of the nation equally, writ in 
concrete. Forty years on, the seven towers'
fate is to be tumbled down and replaced 
by a less lofty but more homely vision 
of the home. 

The National Memory Grove provides 
a strand of symbolic continuity. The 
ideals embodied in the Proclamation 
were sincerely felt by those who were
prepared to die for them. Seamus Heaney
has famously written of such moments 
when “hope and history rhyme”. 

Perhaps what is being played out at
Ballymun is what he wrote about in 
the same poem, that “longed for tidal
wave/of justice rising up”, in this case 
a form of social justice embodied in a 
less utopian and more organic and 
humane architectural form.

Perhaps in this way the National Memory
Grove can generate some vital reconnective
tissue between Ireland's past and its future.
There is to be a symbolic process 
(a sinuous garden), a growing, living,
cyclical thing, rather than a symbolic
product (seven stolid towers). As an artist,
Jochen Gerz practices the painstaking art
of negotiation between past and present,
people and things, memories and dreams.

Pat Cooke
Director, Kilmainham Gaol 
Dublin / 2005
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THE PROCLAMATION OF
POBLACHT NA h-EIREANN

THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
OF THE IRISH REPUBLIC / TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN: In the name of God and of the dead generations from which
she receives her old tradition of nationhood, Ireland, through us, summons her children to
her flag and strikes for her freedom.
Having organised and trained her manhood through her secret revolutionary organisation,
the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military organisations, the Irish
Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently perfected her discipline, having
resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal itself, she now seizes that moment, and,
supported by her exiled children in America and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in
the first on her own strength, she strikes in full confidence of victory.
We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the
unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible. The long usurpation
of that right by a foreign people and government has not extinguished the right, nor can it
ever be extinguished except by the destruction of the Irish people. In every generation the
Irish people have asserted their right to national freedom and sovereignty; six times during
the last three hundred years they have asserted it to arms. Standing on that fundamental right
and again asserting it in arms in the face of the world, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic
as a Sovereign Independent State, and we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-
in-arms to the cause of its freedom, of its welfare, and of its exaltation among the nations.
The Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every Irishman and
Irishwoman. The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal
opportunities to all its citizens, and declares its resolve to pursue the happiness and
prosperity of the whole nation and all of its parts, cherishing all of the children of the nation
equally and oblivious of the differences carefully fostered by an alien government, which
have divided a minority from the majority in the past.
Until our arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a permanent
National, representative of the whole people of Ireland and elected by the suffrages of all
her men and women, the Provisional Government, hereby constituted, will administer the
civil and military affairs of the Republic in trust for the people.
We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the protection of the Most High God. Whose
blessing we invoke upon our arms, and we pray that no one who serves that cause will
dishonour it by cowardice, in humanity, or rapine. In this supreme hour the Irish nation
must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of its children to sacrifice themselves
for the common good, prove itself worthy of the august destiny to which it is called.

Signed on Behalf of the Provisional Government,

THOMAS J. CLARKE,
SEAN MacDIARMADA, 
THOMAS MacDONAGH,
P. H. PEARSE,
EAMONN CEANNT,
JAMES CONNOLLY,
JOSEPH PLUNKETT.
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JOCHEN GERZ / LAUNCH OF THE NATIONAL MEMORY GROVE

The New Signatories
The idea for a National Memory Grove
results from my meetings with the donors
of trees to amaptocare (at present over 600
donations), mostly from Ballymun. Their
sadness to see the seven towers go seemed
strange to me in the beginning. The towers,
only 40 years ago landmarks and a symbol
of renewal and utopia, are considered a
problem in many ways and their demolition
is underway as a part of one of the most
important urban regenerations in Europe.
As I found out, it was not for material 
reasons that people regretted their disap-
pearance but rather that they were named
after the seven signatories who in 1916
proclaimed Ireland a Republic. Their dem-
olition would rob, people felt, Ballymun’s
memory as well as the only monument to
the signatories. 

The National Memory Grove does not
address or answer a political, historical,
national or academic agenda, if anything 
it is an artistic concept, a work of art. 

I want to put an empty slate in front of the
Irish people and invite them to mind the
past in order to speak of a future we all
cannot foresee but only imagine. Thinking
of Ireland, I see the shadow of Europe, I
remember Europe’s long and dangerous
road to peace and democracy. 

You are invited to imagine and realise an
artwork that does not yet exist. When I meet
people subscribing to the National Memory
Grove, I will ask them a question (as I ask
each tree donor for amaptocare). These are
some questions I shall ask this time: 

• Can you imagine living outside 
of a democracy? 

• Can there be justice for people 
without justice for the planet earth? 

• Is Europe the quickest way 
to Irish unification? 

• Is it ok to question the world 
we live in? 

This last question links the message of 
the seven signatories directly to art. 
Should we remember the past if memory
has so often been a reason for violence,
pain, manipulation and division? How do
we overcome the clichés of the past? Can
dialogue and peace flower on oblivion and
dismissal? Do we have to face history
whatever the price? 

Today the seven signatories do not proclaim
any more. We live in the society they prob-
ably dreamt of. Have we come to terms
with our privileges? Everybody in a demo-
cracy is a signatory. The 400 donors will
be new signatories. Not only shall they
donate 400 oak trees they will also envision,
put into writing, proclaim the future they
want their children to share. 

The subscription period to the National
Memory Grove runs from Easter to December
2005 and it is limited to 400 trees. Only
400 oaks can be donated. One year from
now, on the 90th anniversary of the Easter
Rising, we will meet to turn the sod and
start, on a new hectare of woodland in Bally-
mun, the National Memory Grove for the
seven signatories of the 1916 Proclamation.

© Jochen Gerz – The National Memory Grove 
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IN IRELAND
ONLY TREES
KNOW WHAT 
FREEDOM
IS.
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IN A 
THOUSAND 
YEARS 
WE SHALL
MEET IN 
A WOOD 
OF OAK.
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IRELAND
HAS SHOWN 
SHE IS A
NATION.
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WHEN ALL
THE STARS
BECOME A
MEMORY.
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A PASSION 
I SCARCELY
UNDER-
STOOD.
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EQUAL
RIGHTS
EQUAL
OPPOR-
TUNITIES
TO ALL 
CITIZENS.
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WE HAVE
STRUCK 
THE FIRST 
SUCCESSFUL
BLOW FOR 
FREEDOM.



1940 Born in Berlin, living in Paris since 1966

1976 Venice Biennal 
(German Pavilion with Beuys and Ruthenbeck)
Venice

1977 Documenta 6
Kassel

1980 Rosc
Dublin

1986 Monument Against Fascism
(with Esther Shalev-Gerz) 
Hamburg 

Documenta 8
Kassel

1993 Monument Against Racism
Saarbrucken 

1996 The Living Monument of Biron
Biron

2000 The Words of Paris
Paris

2002 Centre Georges Pompidou
Paris

2004 The Public Bench, The Future Monument 
Coventry 

2005 The Square of the Fundamental Rights
Karlsruhe 

2006 amaptocare, The National Memory Grove 
Dublin

JOCHEN GERZ / BIOGRAPHY



SUBSCRIBE –

NAME

TEL

ADDRESS

EMAIL

THE NATIONAL MEMORY GROVE | TEL: 01 8832110 | EMAIL: nmg@axis-ballymun.ie

The National Memory Grove for the 
seven signatories will be planted in 2006 
in Ballymun. Subscriptions to the National
Memory Grove will be accepted from 24
March to 16 December 2005, but will be
limited to 400 oak trees.

To subscribe please return this form
with cheque or postal order for € 60
made payable to amaptocare.
Please forward your subscription to:

THE NATIONAL MEMORY GROVE
AXIS CENTRE
MAIN STREET
BALLYMUN
DUBLIN 9



NO OTHER EVENT IN
MODERN IRISH HISTORY
HAS BEEN MORE
SIGNIFICANT IN ITS 
RESULTS THAN THE
PROCLAMATION OF 
THE IRISH REPUBLIC ON
EASTER MONDAY 1916. 
– John O’Connor, 1999





THE NATIONAL MEMORY GROVE IS COMMISSIONED BY BALLYMUN REGENERATION LTD.


